
SURRENDERING WHAT 

WE FEAR WE CAN’ T LOSE

GENESIS 42:29-38 ESV

29  When they came to Jacob their father in the land of Canaan, they told him 
all that had happened to them, saying,

30  “The man, the lord of the land, spoke roughly to us and took us to be spies 
of the land.

31  But we said to him, ‘We are honest men; we have never been spies.
32  We are twelve brothers, sons of our father. One is no more, and the youngest 

is this day with our father in the land of Canaan.’
33  Then the man, the lord of the land, said to us, ‘By this I shall know that you are 

honest men: leave one of your brothers with me, and take grain for the famine 
of your households, and go your way.

34  Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I shall know that you are not spies 
but honest men, and I will deliver your brother to you, and you shall trade in 
the land.’”

35  As they emptied their sacks, behold, every man’s bundle of money was in his sack. 
And when they and their father saw their bundles of money, they were afraid.

36  And Jacob their father said to them, “You have bereaved me of my children: 
Joseph is no more, and Simeon is no more, and now you would take Benjamin. 
All this has come against me.”

37  Then Reuben said to his father, “Kill my two sons if I do not bring him back to 
you. Put him in my hands, and I will bring him back to you.”

38  But he said, “My son shall not go down with you, for his brother is dead, and he 
is the only one left. If harm should happen to him on the journey that you are to 
make, you would bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.”

GENESIS 43:1-14 ESV

1  Now the famine was severe in the land.
2  And when they had eaten the grain that they had brought from Egypt, their 

father said to them, “Go again, buy us a little food.”
3  But Judah said to him, “The man solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not see 

my face unless your brother is with you.’ 
4 If you will send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food.
5  But if you will not send him, we will not go down, for the man said to us, 

‘You shall not see my face, unless your brother is with you.’”
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6  Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly as to tell the man that you had 
another brother?”

7  They replied, “The man questioned us carefully about ourselves and our 
kindred, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Do you have another brother?’  
What we told him was in answer to these questions. Could we in any way 
know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother down’?”

8  And Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy with me, and we will arise 
and go, that we may live and not die, both we and you and also our little ones.

9  I will be a pledge of his safety. From my hand you shall require him. If I do 
not bring him back to you and set him before you, then let me bear the 
blame forever.

10 If we had not delayed, we would now have returned twice.”
11  Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: take some 

of the choice fruits of the land in your bags, and carry a present down to the 
man, a little balm and a little honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio nuts, and almonds.

12  Take double the money with you. Carry back with you the money that was 
returned in the mouth of your sacks. Perhaps it was an oversight.

13 Take also your brother, and arise, go again to the man.
14  May God Almighty grant you mercy before the man, and may he send back 

your other brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if I am bereaved of my 
children, I am bereaved.”

HEBREWS 12:5-6 ESV

5   And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
nor be weary when reproved by Him.

6  For the Lord disciplines the one He loves, 
and chastises every son whom He receives.”

HEBREWS 12:5-6 MSG

Or have you forgotten how good parents treat children, and that God regards 
you as His children?
My dear child, don’t shrug off God’s discipline,
    but don’t be crushed by it either.
It’s the child He loves that He disciplines;
    the child He embraces, He also corrects.

PROVERBS 25:15 ESV

With patience a ruler may be persuaded,
and a soft tongue will break a bone.
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NOTES

Let God have your life; 
He can do more with it than you can. 

–D. L. Moody


