
SURRENDERING OUR HURTS

TO THE GOODNESS OF GOD

GENESIS 45:1-8 ESV

1  Then Joseph could not control himself before all those who stood by him. 
He cried, “Make everyone go out from me.” So no one stayed with him when 
Joseph made himself known to his brothers.

2  And he wept aloud, so that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of 
Pharaoh heard it.

3  And Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his 
brothers could not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.

4  So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. 
And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt.

5  And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, 
for God sent me before you to preserve life.

6  For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years 
in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.

7  And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to 
keep alive for you many survivors.

8  So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

...

“It was at a church service in Munich that I saw him, a former S.S. man who had 
stood guard at the shower room door in the processing center at Ravensbruck. 
He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time. And suddenly 
it was all there – the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of clothing, Betsie’s 
pain-blanched face.

He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing. “How 
grateful I am for your message, Fraulein.” He said. “To think that, as you say, 
He has washed my sins away!” His hand was thrust out to shake mine. And I, 
who had preached so often to the people in Bloemendaal the need to forgive, 
kept my hand at my side.
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Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them. 
Jesus Christ had died for this man; was I going to ask for more? Lord Jesus, 
I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him. I tried to smile, I struggled to 
raise my hand. I could not. I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or 
charity. And so again I breathed a silent prayer. Jesus, I prayed, I cannot forgive 
him. Give me Your forgiveness.

As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened. From my shoulder along 
my arm and through my hand a current seemed to pass from me to him, while 
into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost overwhelmed me. And 
so I discovered that it is not on our forgiveness any more than on our goodness 
that the world’s healing hinges, but on His. When He tells us to love our 
enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love itself.”

– Corrie ten Boom
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