
S E C U R E  I N  H I S  L O V E

And it is my prayer that your love 
may abound more and more, 

with knowledge and all discernment.
Philippians 1:9 ESV

PHILIPPIANS 1:1-9 ESV
1  Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, 
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers 
and deacons:

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3  I thank my God in all my remembrance of you,
4  always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy,
5  because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.
6  And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to 

completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
7  It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, 
for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the 
defense and confirmation of the gospel.

8  For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9  And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with knowledge 

and all discernment.

To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything and your heart will be wrung and 
possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact you must give it to no 
one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid 
all entanglements. Lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that 
casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless, it will change. It will not be broken; it will become 
unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. To love is to be vulnerable. 
– C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves

Interestingly, “growing up” is largely a matter of learning to hide our spirit behind our 
face, eyes, and language so that we can evade and manage others to achieve what 
we want and avoid what we fear. By contrast, the child’s face is a constant epiphany 
because it doesn’t yet know how to do this. It cannot manage its face. This is also true 
of adults in moments of great feeling—which is one reason why feeling is both greatly 
treasured and greatly feared.
– Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy
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